THE STAR AND ASHTEAD
COMMON, LEATHERHEAD, SURREY
Moderate Terrain

The Star is perfectly placed for
exploring the adjacent common and on
fine days there are gorgeous gardens
and decking to enjoy some alfresco
dining.
A 4 mile circular pub walk from The Star, near
Leatherhead in Surrey. The walking route explores the
stunning Ashtead Common National Nature Reserve,
with views across open countryside, large expanses of
ancient woodland and pretty lakes along the way.

Getting there

4 miles
Circular
2 hours

The walk starts and finishes at The Star pub on the A243
Kingston Road, just three minutes north of Junction 3 of
the M25. The Star has its own large car park.
Approximate post code KT22 0DP.

Walk Sections
090614

Access Notes
1. The route has just a few steady but long
climbs and descents.
2. Some of the paths (including those on the first
stretch to the ponds) are relatively firm tracks
with just some surface mud, but after this
point the woodland paths and grassy rides
can become fairly soft/muddy in winter and
after periods of rain.
3. There are no stiles or gates on route. You will
be sharing many of the forest tracks with
horse riders and cyclists.

Go
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Start to Chessington View

Leave the pub car park via the vehicle entrance (not the
exit), and turn right along the gravel frontage of the pub.
Cross over the Crown Estate side access lane and pass
the bus stop. Just after this, cross over the main road
using the designated crossing point with bollards. Keep
right for a few paces and then take the first left, the
tarmac access drive for D’Abernon House. This isn’t
marked with a footpath sign but don’t worry, it is the
formal access point for the woodland.
Keep ahead past the horse paddock on the right and
pass alongside the vehicle barrier ahead. A few paces
You’ll find this and many more walks at iFootpath.com. All
iFootpath walks are available to download on the iFootpath App,
allowing you to follow your real-time progress on the live satellite
map as you are walking (no more getting lost!). You can also add
your own comments, ratings and photos to each walk. If you
notice any changes required to this walk please contact us at
walks@ifootpath.com

4. Dogs are welcome in the common as long as
they are kept under control.
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later you will reach a junction of paths with the City of London
signs marking the start of Ashtead Common National Nature
Reserve. Turn left onto the public bridleway (Ride 29) signed to
Epsom Common. Follow this path for some distance, passing
between a number of old oak trees.
Ashtead Common comprises 500 acres of ancient wooded
common and is managed by the City of London Corporation. It
is the largest of the commons managed by the City of London
Corporation. One of the important features of the site is the
collection of more than 2,300 ancient oak trees. The decaying
wood is home to rare invertebrates. The woodland also has a
rich collection of breeding birds including nuthatch, tree creeper,
all three British woodpeckers, woodcock, sparrowhawk and
tawny owl.
Views will open up across the open farmland to the left. A little
way along you will pass a noticeboard marking the Rushett
Farm View point. Simply keep ahead on the main bridleway.
Eventually the path will lead you to a crossroads with another
noticeboard, marking the Chessington View point (with a kissing
gate on the left).
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2 Chessington View to Stew Pond

steadily. Just before the track bends left, turn right onto the track
signed as the Summer Horseride (note the closed/open sign
here simply refers to whether the track is open to horse riders
and does not apply to walkers). Follow the track downhill and
then take the first path off to the right.
A little way along the dirt path becomes a stone path and leads
you on a fenced walkway with the larger of the two ponds, Great
Pond, to the left. Take a moment to enjoy the glorious views
across the water. The pond was constructed by monks as a
huge fish pond when Epsom Common was owned by the Abbey
of Chertsey. At the far side of the pond, glance to the left and
you will see a large sculpture of a dragonfly set on the bank.
Keep ahead to cross the bridge over the weir and join the path
back into the woodland. Keep straight ahead at the small
crossroads and follow the narrow path winding through this
section of woodland for some distance. Stick to the main path,
ignoring any smaller ones off each side. Eventually you will
emerge to a T-junction with a main woodland track, Ride 38,
back within Ashtead Common.
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Ride 38 to Two Bridges

Take a moment to enjoy the views over the gate to the left,
across the open countryside. On a clear day, if you look just to
the left of the central pylon ahead, you may be able to make out
the tops of the rides within Chessington World of Adventures
within the trees.
Keep ahead on the main bridleway still signed to Epsom
Common and you will see a white cast iron post on the left (with
the City of London red and white coat of arms). In fact you may
have noticed a couple more of these posts on your journey so
far, including one in front of the pub. These are the old Coal and
Wine Tax Posts and they can be found in a ring around the
edge of London, marking the old boundary of Greater London.
After the Great Fire of London in 1666, a tax was introduced to
raise money for rebuilding. The tax was levied on wine and coal
sold within the city boundaries and the posts marked the point
at which duty became payable.
At the next crossroads, keep ahead again still signed to Epsom
Common. As you reach the next junction you will pass the
marker for the start of Epsom Common. Keep straight ahead on
the bridleway signed to Christchurch Road. The path will lead
you down to a large pond on the right, Stew Pond.
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3 Stew Pond to Ride 38

Continue ahead on the bridleway, signed as the Chessington
Countryside Walk. The path swings right and then climbs
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Turn left along this main bridleway and follow it for some
distance heading steadily downhill.
With easily accessible timber and freshwater, plus a defensible
position in the local landscape, Ashtead Common has been
occupied since prehistoric times. The common was a thriving
centre for clay tile production in Roman times and the heavy
clay soils meant that the site was managed as wood pasture
instead of being developed for farming. Today the mosaic of
ancient woodland, scrub grassland, meadow, ponds and
streams means there is much to discover. Beetles, butterflies,
birds, mammals and wild flowers abound.
Just after passing a City of London noticeboard on the right,
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turn right onto the Concessionary Ride signed to Ashtead
Common. Over to the left you will see a few footbridges which
cross the stream on the left, The Rye.
The Rye is a tributary of the River Mole and its corridor provides
a diversity of habitats. It is home to a variety of insects,
amphibians, reptiles and breeding birds. Five species of
amphibian are found in the network of ponds, streams and
ditches, including the great crested newt. Keep your eyes
peeled for the tell-tale blue flash of a kingfisher.
At the first major junction (with an old metal vehicle gate on the
right), turn left down the main wide track and it will lead you to a
junction with a bridge out to houses ahead. Take the track
immediately to the right of the bridge and follow this, with the
houses visible through the trees on the left. Towards the end of
this path you will pass a wooden footbridge on the left and then
emerge to a junction of multiple paths, with two brick bridges to
the left.
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5 Two Bridges to End

Disclaimer
This walking route was walked and checked at the time of writing.
We have taken care to make sure all our walks are safe for walkers
of a reasonable level of experience and fitness. However, like all
outdoor activities, walking carries a degree of risk and we accept no
responsibility for any loss or damage to personal effects, personal
accident, injury or public liability whilst following this walk. We
cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracies that result from
changes to the routes that occur over time. Please let us know of
any changes to the routes so that we can correct the information.
Walking Safety
For your safety and comfort we recommend that you take the
following with you on your walk: bottled water, snacks, a waterproof
jacket, waterproof/sturdy boots, a woolly hat and fleece (in winter
and cold weather), a fully-charged mobile phone, a whistle, a
compass and an Ordnance Survey map of the area. Check the
weather forecast before you leave, carry appropriate clothing and
do not set out in fog or mist as these conditions can seriously affect
your ability to navigate the route. Take particular care on cliff/
mountain paths where steep drops can present a particular hazard.
Some routes include sections along roads – take care to avoid any
traffic at these points. Around farmland take care with children and
dogs, particularly around machinery and livestock. If you are
walking on the coast make sure you check the tide times before you
set out.

If you look to the right you will see a choice of two wide grass
rides. Take the left-hand of these two tracks heading into the
trees, signed as Concessionary Ride 1. Follow this track (which
can be a little boggy in places) steadily uphill. The track
continues as a short section of stone path and then reverts
again to a grassy ride.
Follow the grass track, Ride 1, for some distance. The ride
eventually becomes a stone track again and leads you downhill.
You will reach a signed junction with the back of a stables
building ahead. This is the junction through which you entered
the woodland at the start of the walk. Turn left signed to
Kingston Road, pass alongside the vehicle barrier and continue
to the road. Turn right for a few paces, cross over the road with
care and then keep right to reach The Star for some well-earned
hospitality.
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