
The Rose and Crown is a chocolate box 
pub with beautifully kept gardens, ideal 
for al-fresco dining in the summer 
months. 
A circular pub walk of just more than 4 miles from The 
Rose and Crown in Thorpe, Surrey. The walking route 
heads out along bridleways to reach the old lane up to 
Whitehall Farm, where you will have magnificent views 
across the peaceful countryside. The return leg crosses 
fields, woodlands and follows part of an ancient sunken 
lane on the way back to Thorpe.    

Getting there 
The walk starts and finishes from The Rose and Crown 
pub on the B389 Green Road in Thorpe, Surrey. The pub 
has its own car park and there is also a small car park for 
the village green alongside. 

Approximate post code TW20 8QL.

Walk Sections 
 Start to Tudor House 

Standing with your back to the pub within the front 
parking area, walk straight ahead down the tarmac 
access drive to reach the junction with the small side 
road. Turn left along this, signed as a public footpath. 
Follow this quiet access lane taking care of occasional 
vehicles, passing Thorpe’s village green to the right. 

At the first fork, keep right and at the second one, keep 
right again, staying on the lane with the green on your 
right. The lane swings right and passes the very pretty 
white thatched cottage, Oak Cottage on the left. After 
passing a small parking area alongside some old tennis 
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You’ll find this and many more walks at iFootpath.com. All 
iFootpath walks are available to download on the iFootpath App, 
allowing you to follow your real-time progress on the live satellite 
map as you are walking (no more getting lost!). You can also add 
your own comments, ratings and photos to each walk. If you 
notice any changes required to this walk please contact us at 
walks@ifootpath.com

1. The walk is fairly flat for the most part, with just a couple of 
slopes. 

2. The track through the derelict Whitehall Farm and the field 
immediately after this are heavy clay and can be sitting in a few 
inches of water in the winter, so the route is best reserved for 
the dry summer months (if you do walk after wet weather or in 
winter you will need wellingtons with grips). 

3. A couple of short sections can be overgrown in summer so 
shorts are not recommended (unless you are immune to 
nettles!). 

4. You will need to negotiate several kissing gates and one stile 
(which has an open fence surround for dogs to pass through). 

5. One of the fields you cross is likely to be holding cattle so take 
care with dogs. 

6. The walk also crosses a couple of roads plus a railway at an 
unsignalled crossing point so look and listen for trains 
carefully before you cross.

THE ROSE AND CROWN STROUDE 
TRAIL, THORPE GREEN, SURREY

4 miles 
Circular      
2 hours 

Access Notes
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courts on the right, turn left onto the path signed as a public 
footpath and Surrey Cycleway Link. 

This path leads you over a stream and becomes a wider track 
between trees. Continue just as far as Tudor House on the left, 
opposite a wide metal gate on the right.

Tudor House to Whitehall Farm 
Lane 

Turn left immediately after Tudor House onto the access track 
and then keep right at the fork, signed as a bridleway. The track 
swings left past a riding stables and leads you to a footbridge 
over a stream. Cross this and continue along the bridleway. You 
will emerge out to the end of a residential road. 

Keep straight ahead along this and you will come to a T-junction 
with Stroude Road. Turn right along the pavement passing 
several pretty cottages. Ignore the first bridleway off to the left 
(alongside the phone box and post box). Continue just a little 
further to reach the right-hand bend in the road. Cross over with 
care here, to take the footpath into Whitehall Farm Lane.

Whitehall Farm Lane to Railway 
Underpass 

Follow the lane past a few properties and then pass through the 
kissing gate (alongside the vehicle gate) to join the woodland 
track. Follow this track which soon leads you past horse 
paddocks on the right. Pass through the metal gate ahead 
(NOTE: you may come across cattle from this point) where you 
will see two arrows on the gatepost marking a choice of paths 
ahead. Take the left-hand of the two paths, leaving the main 
track and forking left across the grass to reach the kissing gate 
within the derelict farm buildings.

Pass through this gate (NOTE: if it is overgrown you are likely to 
find an open wide gateway just to the left) and walk ahead with 
the old farmhouse (dating from 1855) on the left and barns on 
the right. Pass through the next kissing gate and follow the 
right-hand edge of this pasture. In the far corner, swing left 
(NOTE: try to persevere if this looks overgrown as it is a very 
short stretch) and follow the path through the underpass 
beneath the rail line.

Railway Underpass to Callow 
Hill 

Pass through the tall metal kissing gate and a few paces later 
you will see a waymarker post. Bear right here, following the 
grass path along the edge of the rough meadow with a shallow 
stream down on the right. The rough meadow is home to a wide 
array of insects so keep your eyes peeled for butterflies and 
damselflies and listen for the sound of crickets. The path swings 
steadily left and leads you over a small sleeper bridge (take 
care as this can be a little overgrown, so watch your footing 
along it). 

In the field corner, the path swings right crossing a boardwalk 
through the hedgerow to reach the adjacent meadow. Standing 
with your back to the boardwalk, walk between 10 and 11 
o’clock, heading for the clock tower just visible above the trees 
at the far side. The clock tower is part of Royal Holloway 
College, part of the University of London. The college was 
opened in 1886 by Queen Victoria as an all-women college and 
became co-educational in 1965. The main red brick building, 
Founder’s Building, was modelled on Chateau de Chambard in 
the Loire Valley, France. 

Make your way across the meadow as the path meanders 
around clumps of spiky rush grasses, a sure sign of the 
waterlogged nature of this meadow in the wetter months. 
(Again, if this meadow is overgrown, do persevere if you can – 
you are heading for open paths at the far side). Just before you 
reach the field corner, you will come to a junction with a stone 
track. Turn right along this and, a few paces before the green 
metal fence ahead, turn left along the grass path (with the tree 
line on the right) which leads you to a stile. 

Cross the stile and follow the path through the woodland with a 
tall wire fence running on the left. At the top of the slope, the 
path swings left and continues with fencing each side. Follow 
the path down the slope, over the sleeper bridge and some 
distance further you will find a fingerpost marking a junction of 
paths. Ignore the path to the right, simply keep straight ahead 
signed as a public footpath to Callow Hill. This long pretty 
woodland footpath eventually leads you out to a T-junction with 
the road, Callow Hill.
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Callow Hill to Stroude Road 

Cross over the road with care, turn left along the pavement and 
continue up the slope just to the point where the road bends 
right. Immediately after the chevron sign, cross back over the 
road (taking extreme care on this bend, looking and listening for 
cars). Ignore the vehicle barrier on the left, instead walk straight 
ahead on the woodland track signed as a public bridleway.

You will emerge to a T-junction with a quiet access lane, turn left 
along this. The large property over the wall to the right is 
Merlewood, a large Victorian house set in 23 acres of grounds 
which has now been converted to a nursing home. 

Follow the tarmac access lane passing between another two 
properties and then fork right onto the narrower tarmac path 
running between boulders. The path leads you between bollards 
and continues as a stone woodland track. At the far end you will 
reach a crossroads with a lane. Go straight ahead to join the 
bridleway signed to Stroude Road (immediately to the right of 
Hollow Lane House).

Follow the woodland bridleway, a sunken path between raised 
banks (and very clearly the inspiration for the name of the 
adjacent house). The sunken nature of the path is a clear sign 
of it being an ancient right of way, trodden for many hundreds of 
years. Much further along the bridleway swings left (probably 
passing a scary looking rope swing) and then swings right, 
leading you downhill to reach the railway crossing. NOTE: This 
is an unsignalled crossing so make sure that you look and listen 
carefully for trains before you proceed. 

Cross the railway (via the two gates) and, at the far side, keep 
directly ahead along the stone track with horse paddocks on the 
right. Simply keep ahead and you will emerge out to a T-junction 
with Stroude Road, alongside the telephone box and post box 
that you may recognise from your outward leg.

Stroude Road to End 

Cross over the road and turn right along the pavement. From 
this point you will be retracing your steps back to the pub. 

To do this, take the first road on the left, The Lane, and follow it 
to the end. Join the stone path ahead and then left. Follow the 
woodland bridleway all the way back to the T-junction alongside 
Tudor House. Turn right and you will soon emerge out to the 
access lane by the village green. Turn right and follow the lane 
all the way round the edge of the green. At the end you will 
come to the Rose and Crown on the right for some well-earned 
hospitality.
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Disclaimer
This walking route was walked and checked at the time of writing. 
We have taken care to make sure all our walks are safe for walkers 
of a reasonable level of experience and fitness. However, like all 
outdoor activities, walking carries a degree of risk and we accept no 
responsibility for any loss or damage to personal effects, personal 
accident, injury or public liability whilst following this walk. We 
cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracies that result from 
changes to the routes that occur over time. Please let us know of 
any changes to the routes so that we can correct the information.
Walking Safety
For your safety and comfort we recommend that you take the 
following with you on your walk: bottled water, snacks, a waterproof 
jacket, waterproof/sturdy boots, a woolly hat and fleece (in winter 
and cold weather), a fully-charged mobile phone, a whistle, a 
compass and an Ordnance Survey map of the area. Check the 
weather forecast before you leave, carry appropriate clothing and 
do not set out in fog or mist as these conditions can seriously affect 
your ability to navigate the route. Take particular care on cliff/
mountain paths where steep drops can present a particular hazard. 
Some routes include sections along roads – take care to avoid any 
traffic at these points. Around farmland take care with children and 
dogs, particularly around machinery and livestock. If you are 
walking on the coast make sure you check the tide times before you 
set out.
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