
The Horseshoe is a delightful pub 
serving food all day every day and is 
perfectly positioned for exploring the 
surrounding Surrey countryside.
A 5 mile circular pub walk from The Horseshoe in 
Warlingham, Surrey. The walking route follows paths and 
tracks through the surrounding peaceful fields and 
ancient woodlands, visiting two pretty churches along the 
way and with lots of wildlife to enjoy. 

Getting there
Warlingham is located just a few miles inside the M25 
and can be accessed from Junction 6, along the A22. 
The nearest town is Caterham, just a couple of miles 
southwest. The walk starts and finishes at The 
Horseshoe pub on Farleigh Road. 

Approximate post code CR6 9EG.

Walk Sections
 Start to All Saints Church

Standing in the back pub car park, facing the back of the 
pub, turn left and go down the few steps within the fence 
line to reach a T-junction with the adjacent lane, Mint 
Walk. Turn left along this, passing between a number of 
houses. Just before you reach the vehicle barrier ahead, 
fork left, crossing the playing field diagonally to reach the 
far left corner. 

Pass through the staggered barrier and you will reach a 
T-junction with a small alley. Turn right along this, 
following the line of the fences to the left, with the cricket 
pitch visible through the hedge on the right. A metal 
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You’ll find this and many more walks at iFootpath.com. All 
iFootpath walks are available to download on the iFootpath App, 
allowing you to follow your real-time progress on the live satellite 
map as you are walking (no more getting lost!). You can also add 
your own comments, ratings and photos to each walk. If you 
notice any changes required to this walk please contact us at 
walks@ifootpath.com

1. The paths and tracks are a mixture of stone and 
dirt and can get very muddy in places and a little 
narrow in other parts. Good boots are a must and 
long trousers are recommended (unless you’re 
immune to nettles!). 

2. There are a couple of short climbs and descents 
along the way. 

3. You will need to negotiate several kissing gates 
plus two stiles (both the stiles have wide open 
wooden fence surrounds which should be easy for 
most dogs to pass through). 

4. Most of the paths are fenced but you will cross two 
open fields which may be holding horses so take 
care with dogs.

THE HORSESHOE WARLINGHAM 
AND FARLEIGH TRAIL, 
WARLINGHAM, SURREY

5 miles 
Circular     
2 to 2.5 hours

Access Notes
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kissing gate leads you out to the end of a residential road. Turn 
right along this. Ignore the footpath to the right, simply keep 
ahead and you will reach All Saints Church on the right. All 
Saints Church is Grade II listed and its present building of flint 
rubble with stone dressings dates back to about 1250.

All Saints Church to London 
Loop

Keep right along the pavement of Ward Lane, passing the 
church to the right. Follow the road as it swings left and then, 
just a few paces later (immediately after house number 32), turn 
right through the staggered barrier onto the footpath between 
houses. Cross the next road via a staggered barrier and go 
ahead to follow the footpath which continues opposite.

You will emerge out to the corner of a sports field, Hamsey 
Green. Keep straight ahead on the tarmac path along the left-
hand edge of this, passing behind the brick pavilion. Pass 
through the car park and keep ahead on the tarmac footpath 
which continues along the left-hand edge. The path soon 
swings right, following the top edge of the field. 

In the far corner, follow the path as it swings left between 
fences, passing more playing fields to the left and horse 
paddocks to the right. You will emerge to a T-junction with a 
bridleway. Keep left along this, following the main wide lane 
past a stable yard on the left. You will emerge out to a T-junction 
with a quiet residential road. Turn right along this, a section of 
the footpath known as the London Loop.

London Loop to Elm Farm

Keep ahead on this lane which dwindles to a stone bridleway. 
The London Loop is a waymarked footpath of 150 miles around 
the edge of Outer London and is often termed as the ‘M25 for 
walkers’. The track swings left and leads you past Kingswood 

Lodge and then Elm Cottage on the right. A little further along 
the track, look out for a stile and signpost on the right (note: this 
is a little hidden in the bushes so keep your eyes peeled!) Turn 
right over the stile onto Footpath 14 signed to Farleigh 
Common, following the right hand edge of this open field. 

At the far side, cross the next stile to enter the woodland, 
Mossyhill Shaw. This woodland is brimming with bird life so 
keep your eyes peeled and listen for the lovely bird song. As 
well as lots of native birds, we were lucky enough to see a pair 
of ringed parakeets. The path heads downhill and then swings 
right, winding along the edge of the woodland. Soon the path 
swings left and begins to climb again. Across the valley to the 
left you will be able to see the red brick mansion of Selsdon 
Park. Set in 200 acres and once the seat of the Bishops of 
Rochester, the mansion is today a country hotel and golf club.

The path soon climbs more steeply and swings right. Continue a 
little further between hedgerows and you will emerge out to the 
end of a stone track. Turn left along the track which swings right 
and then narrows back to a small path. Continue out to a T-
junction with the main road, with Elm Farm on the left.

Elm Farm to Church Lane

Cross over the road with care and turn left along the grass 
verge which soon becomes a fenced path running parallel with 
the road on the left. Follow this fenced stone path, with a large 
open crop field to the right, and you will emerge out alongside 
the entrance for Farleigh’s Golf Course. Turn right immediately 
before the gates, onto the signed public footpath.

Follow this fenced path with the crop field to the right and 
Farleigh Golf Course and its entrance drive on the left. This path 
is also a permissive bridleway and can get a bit muddy – you 
can swap to use the grass verge on the left to avoid the worst of 
the mud if you prefer. As you reach the tree line ahead you will 
see a fork in the path. Take the right-hand branch, signed as the 
Vanguard Way. 

Follow the obvious path through the belt of woodland. You will 
emerge from the trees alongside a road junction within the golf 
course. Keep right along the footpath, still signed as the 
Vanguard Way. You will emerge out to a T-junction with a quiet 
lane. Turn left along this, taking care of any occasional traffic. 
After just a short distance, take the first road on the right, 
Church Lane.

Church Lane to Harrow Road
The road leads you past an equestrian centre and you may also 
see a pair of goats in one of the paddocks on the left. At the end 
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of the lane you will enter a small parking area. To the left, take a 
moment to look at St Mary’s Church, a pretty white-washed 
building dating from around 1083.

Standing in the car park (with the church on the left), take the 
bridleway at about 1 o’clock. Follow this path between fences 
with open fields each side. Ignore the kissing gate on the right, 
simply keep ahead on the main stone bridleway with a beautiful 
old woodland, Greatpark Wood, on the left. Stay on the path 
close to the fence on the right and you will reach a signpost 
marking a junction of five paths. 

Take the right-hand bridleway, at about 2 o’clock, a wide stone 
track. You will emerge to another junction of paths, with houses 
opposite. On the right you will see a small cast iron white post 
(topped with the City of London red and white coat of arms). 
This is a preserved Coal and Wine Tax Post, one of many that 
can be found in a ring around the edge of London, marking the 
old boundary of Greater London. After the Great Fire of London 
in 1666, a tax was introduced to raise money for rebuilding. The 
tax was levied on wine and coal sold within the city boundaries 
and the posts marked the point at which duty became payable. 

Keep left at this junction onto the wide stone lane, passing the 
row of properties on the right. At the end of this lane, Daniel’s 
Lane, you will come to a T-junction with Harrow Road.

Harrow Road to End

Turn right along the pavement of Harrow Road. At the T-junction 
at the end, turn left along Farleigh Road, following the left-hand 
pavement. Follow this residential road for some distance, until 
you reach house number 212 on the left. At this point cross over 
with care into Crewes Lane, a signed public bridleway. 

Follow the stone lane winding ahead then, as you pass Crewes 
Cottage on the right, the lane narrows and heads downhill. At 
the bottom of the slope you may find some standing water, but 

you should be able to avoid getting wet feet by using the small 
bank on the right. Follow the lane heading back uphill and you 
will emerge out to a track alongside the entrance to Lincoln 
Stud. Keep left along the track and follow it round two bends, 
right then left. You will reach a T-junction in the track with two 
gates ahead. 

Pass through the wooden kissing gate in front of you and then 
go ahead following the left-hand fence line (passing through a 
chain gate and then another wooden kissing gate). Continue on 
the path which leads you through a belt of trees and then past a 
playground and playing field on the right (the one you crossed 
on your outward leg). Pass through the next kissing gate ahead 
and continue along the residential road. Before you reach the 
junction with the main road, turn right up the steps into The 
Horseshoe for some well-earned hospitality.
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Disclaimer
This walking route was walked and checked at the time of writing. 
We have taken care to make sure all our walks are safe for walkers 
of a reasonable level of experience and fitness. However, like all 
outdoor activities, walking carries a degree of risk and we accept no 
responsibility for any loss or damage to personal effects, personal 
accident, injury or public liability whilst following this walk. We 
cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracies that result from 
changes to the routes that occur over time. Please let us know of 
any changes to the routes so that we can correct the information.
Walking Safety
For your safety and comfort we recommend that you take the 
following with you on your walk: bottled water, snacks, a waterproof 
jacket, waterproof/sturdy boots, a woolly hat and fleece (in winter 
and cold weather), a fully-charged mobile phone, a whistle, a 
compass and an Ordnance Survey map of the area. Check the 
weather forecast before you leave, carry appropriate clothing and 
do not set out in fog or mist as these conditions can seriously affect 
your ability to navigate the route. Take particular care on cliff/
mountain paths where steep drops can present a particular hazard. 
Some routes include sections along roads – take care to avoid any 
traffic at these points. Around farmland take care with children and 
dogs, particularly around machinery and livestock. If you are 
walking on the coast make sure you check the tide times before you 
set out.
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